








Small Town Workforce and
Location Along I-80/I-90 Toll Road
Have Benefits 

Renegade just celebrated its 10-year
anniversary. The Bristol Business Council of
the Greater Elkhart Chamber of Commerce
also just honored Renegade Custom
Coaches with its first town beautification
award on Friday, November 30, 2007.

Since its founding in the Town of
Bristol, the company has grown from eight
to 100 employees.  It started out in a
20,000 square-foot building, moved to
100,000 square-feet in the Bristol Industrial
Park and then added a recent addition to
its facility just north of the Indiana Toll
Road increasing the plant area to 220,000
square-feet.

Renegade produces custom
motorhomes, race car haulers, horse
coaches and trailers, command centers,
kennel coaches and other specialty
vehicles.  This unique company was born
and bred in Bristol.    

Why Bristol, Indiana?  Just ask Sales
Manager for Renegade, Gary Olinger,
“Our location in Bristol provides us easy
access to the Indiana Toll Road.  From the
beginning, we believed being adjacent to
the Toll Road would increase our business,
and it has.  Bristol is our town of choice
because we like the small town atmosphere
and values here.  I think in a smaller town
we are able to get things
done quicker

Banking On Bristol

Chase Bank opened its Bristol, Indiana branch in
1981 to bring a full range of banking services to the Bristol community.
While general oversight of the branch is centered in Elkhart, there is a
decidedly local flavor in the day-to-day management.  Dan Oakley, President,
Chase Northern Indiana, is a nine-year resident of Bristol and has lived in the
area for 22 years.

Oakley, when asked about Chase Bank’s involvement with the Economic
Development Corporation replied, “Chase is a founding member of the EDC
of Elkhart County, and at a corporate level, Chase is committed to a
continued relationship with such organizations nationwide.”  Oakley also
cited the EDC’s regional approach to promoting economic growth as major
factor in the ongoing, positive changes attributed to increased traffic around
the Bristol community.   

Chase Bank
308 Division Street
Bristol, Indiana 46507
574-524-3820

KeyBank has always made local community involvement a priority in
every marketplace where the bank resides.  Many of the partnerships that are
formed at KeyBank are done solely for the reason of promoting commerce in
the community and lead to growth and prosperity for the area.   “We believe
the Economic Development Corporation has the same goal,” stated Jodie
Russell, Manager of KeyBank’s Bristol Center.  “Once the community has a
strong foundation it can keep growing.”

“Being part of the Bristol Business Council of the Greater Elkhart
Chamber of Commerce I feel fortunate to be able to be a part of creating
commerce in Bristol that will promote the business environment and ultimately
allow Bristol to grow.  The Chamber and the EDC hold many of the same
values and visions and I believe having the two working side by side will lead
to the ultimate success of Elkhart County,” she concluded.

KeyBank
121 East Vistula Street
Bristol, Indiana 46507
574-848-5302

21,200 route miles in 22 eastern states, the District of Columbia and
Ontario, Canada.  It serves all major eastern ports and connects with
rail partners in the West and Canada, linking customers to markets
around the world.     

• Industrial zoned sites are available in Phase 2 ranging from 2 –
20 acres.

• Large land parcels (20 – 100 acres) are also available upon
request.

• Build-to-suit with lease back option available to qualified
clients.

For More Information Contact:
Robert Letherman, CCIM
Vice President
Northland Corporation
574-262-2576 ext 216

rob@northlandcorpindiana.com 
www.northlandcorpindiana.com 

units for the government--the Air Force and
the National Guard.  We built one motor
home for the President of the United States.
We like to call it ‘Renegade One’”

Vanzandt stated proudly,
“It’s his mobile
communications unit.
When he travels, they
load this unit up in a big
C-17 aircraft and fly it
along.”  

From these
specialized command units to super high
end trailers designed for the equestrian
show circuit that allow people to travel and
live with their horses, Renegade is a
custom coach and hauler company
catering to a variety of discriminating
markets.  

Olinger summed up that Renegade is
all about not being a “cookie cutter”
manufacturer.

“We have some very unique craftsmen
that build our products. We can engineer
and build in a surprisingly short time
period,” he concluded.

with less hassles.  That’s been critical to our
steady expansion,” he said.  

The Advantages of a 
Small Town Workforce

Operations Manger for
Renegade, Marc Vanzandt,
credits his workforce and the
pool he pulls from for much
of the company’s success.
“The quality of workers we
find here, and extending
east of Bristol, is so much
better than we found
elsewhere.  I think these are
the most dedicated,
professionally
trained group of
workers I have
ever seen.  That’s
part of the reason
we have such a
low turnover rate.
It’s because we
have the
opportunity to hire
skilled craftsmen
that want to stay with us.” 

“We have exactly 100 employees.”
Said Vanzandt proudly, “The company just
celebrated its 10th anniversary with an
expansion.  This is just a friendly
environment to run a business.  It’s the same
environment you feel when you’re walking

down the street in Bristol.  It’s friendly and
open.  Our employees are
approachable with a very ‘can do’
attitude.  I think this particular small
town mentality is all about doing more
with less people.  This town is full over

achievers striving to do the job the
right way.   That’s why Renegade
fits so well here.” 

“We not only build custom
motor homes and trailers we
also build mobile command

This Winning Location Combines
the Best of Small Town Values
with a Work Ethic that Fuels the
Businesses of Today.  

Along the banks of the St. Joseph
River in northern Elkhart County, the
thriving Town of Bristol, Indiana, with a
population closing in on 2,000, has
retained its charm of an old mill town
and agricultural port that once rivaled
the businesses and industry of the City of
Elkhart in 1848.  Bristol was once the
center of trade in the region. If not for
the town father’s reluctance to become a
major stop on the old railroad as it
moved west, Bristol might still be the
center of commerce for Elkhart County. 

But behind Bristol’s small town
atmosphere, there remains an incredibly
winning location for business and
industry.  Strategically located at Exit
101 along the Indiana Toll Road I-80/I-
90, Bristol is one of four Toll Road exits
in Elkhart County, averaging 25,000
cars and trucks passing by each day—
that’s 9.1 million vehicles per year!  

Beyond the logistical advantages of
shipping and receiving from one of the
nation’s major transportation corridors,
there are other advantages to being
located adjacent to the Indiana Toll Road
I-80/I-90.  Marketing Coordinator, Lori
Akey, of Renegade, Inc. espoused some
of the benefits that come with the traffic,
“Everybody knows us from the Toll Road.
We get phone calls from people that are
on the Toll Road driving by and see our
products parked out there.  They call so
that they can exit at Bristol to take a
plant tour to see our manufacturing
facility,” she said.   

Off the interstate, State Road 120
provides easy access to the secondary
corridors of U.S. 20 and U.S. 33 east
and west.  State Road 15 provides easy
access to points north in Michigan and
south to the U.S. 30 corridor west to
Illinois and east to central Ohio.  It is no
wonder that over 40 percent of the
citizenry of Bristol is employed in the
area’s thriving manufacturing industry.
Three of the largest Bristol employers are
Haulmark Industries, cargo trailers; — Continued Inside
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Hinsdale Farms, meat products; and
Robert Weed Plywood, plywood
products.  

As more industries settle into the
Bristol area for the transportation and
distribution advantages, the
manufacturing community benefits from
the synergy.  Marc Vanzandt, operations
manager for Renegade, a specialty
vehicle manufacturer located in Bristol,
explained.     

“Suppliers like Odyssey, a major RV
and manufactured housing parts and
component distributor, mean our supply
needs are literally met across the street,
this and many other fabricators,
manufacturers and distributors right here
in Elkhart County, provide us with access
to goods across the county instead of
driving cross-country.  If we can dream it
up they can find it for us,” said
Vanzandt. “INC. Magazine ranked us
last year as one of the fastest growing
companies in America and we can
attribute part of that to our location.”

“It’s nice when we can have
suppliers, distributors and manufacturers
all right here to keep the money in the
local economy,” concluded Vanzandt.

Supporting Business Growth
with Forward Thinking

The Bristol Business Council
“The Bristol Business Council is a

unique blend of small town business
association mixed with the larger services
of the nearby Greater Elkhart Chamber of
Commerce,” explained Bert Molner, a
local civic leader and businessman with
Edward Jones Investments. “The Council
was created just to concentrate on the
commerce for the town of Bristol.  It’s just a
win-win situation. By becoming members
of the Greater Elkhart Chamber of
Commerce Bristol businesses benefit from
all the program assets of this and other
municipalities and other local chambers,”
he said.  

The partnership affords the
businesses of Bristol services offered by

A Rail Ready Place for Business in Bristol
Earthway Rail Park
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